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			Washington State Broadband Office
		

				

				
				
								
				In recognition that broadband access is critical to the residents of Washington, RCW 43.330.532 establishes the Washington State Broadband Office and tasks it with promoting access and achieving download/upload speed goals for residences, businesses and communities.
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			State Broadband Access and Speed Survey
		

				

				
				
								
				Help us identify low or no high-speed internet service areas in Washington state
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			Internet for All in Washington 
		

				

				
				
								
				The Washington State Broadband Office (WSBO), through consultation with other state agencies and extensive public engagement will develop a Five-Year Action Plan and a state Digital Equity Plan for universal, reliable, high-speed Internet. These two plans will establish eligibility for federal funding to deliver significant investments for the expansion of broadband access and to help close the digital divide in the state of Washington. Learn more about the Internet for All in Washington initiative and how to engage with the Broadband Office.
					

						

				

				
				
			FCC Broadband Mapping
		

				

				
				
								
				The Washington State Broadband Office, Community Economic Revitalization Board and Public Works Board are encouraging the public to review and verify or challenge the information for their location on the recently published FCC National Broadband Map. The accuracy of this map is critical for future broadband funding allocations. Step by step guidance has been made available.
					

						

				

				
				
			Broadband Infrastructure Funding and Services
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				Images from the groundbreaking ceremony for the Northern Hood Canal Fiber Extension Project. This project is funded by a National Telecommunications and Information Administration Broadband Infrastructure Program grant received by the Washington State Broadband Office.
 
					

						

				

				
				
								
				Congratulations to Hood Canal Communications on the ribbon-cutting for the Northern Hood Canal Fiber Extension in Jefferson County. 
The project will provide new fiber optic cable to provide fast, reliable internet service to communities that did not have it before. 
Commerce’s Washington State Broadband Office provided a $10 million grant towards the estimated $12.6 million project. The project will provide broadband service to 862 homes. 
View the ribbon-cutting event.
This award was part of the WSBO’s $30 million last-mile fiber and last-mile wireless grant. Let’s continue to bridge the digital divide and ensure everyone has access to affordable and reliable broadband in Washington.
					

						

				

				
				
								
				Director Vasconi’s letter to the Honorable Giana Raimondo regarding Uniform Guidance (Part 200 Rules) for ARPA and BEAD funding.
					

						

				

				
				
					
							
					
												
															
								
													
												Broadband Infrastructure Grant - ARPA Capital
					


					The WSBO has completed its review of applications received and the provider objection process. We are pleased to announce the 2023 Broadband Infrastructure Grant – ARPA Capital award winners.
	Broadband Infrastructure Grant – ARPA Capital Recipient Handbook	Broadband Infrastructure Grant – ARPA Capital Handbook Forms



Materials associated with the application cycle, ratings and the objection process:
Applicant list, project areas, proposed service delivery speeds and project area maps
Application scores by category
Objections received and WSBO evaluation of the objection
	Port of Bellingham – Ziply Challenge Final Decision
	Pend Oreille PUD – RTI Challenge Final Decision
	Whatcom PUD – Whidbey Telephone Company Challenge Final Decision
	 Ferry County – Friends of the Television Association of Republic Challenge Final Decision

This application cycle would not be possible without the participation of communities, local governments, tribes, and private businesses.
	NOFO Listening Session All Parties (on YouTube)
	NOFO Listening Session ISP Focused (on YouTube)
	NOFO Listening session Tribal Nations
	Spring 2022 funding round slide deck
	May Written Comments
	October Call for Comments
	October Written Comments



				

							
					
												
															
								
													
												Infrastructure Acceleration Grants - ARPA SLFRF
					


					The State Broadband Office finalized the list of projects that have been selected for funding in our first round of Infrastructure Acceleration Grants.
	IAG Recipient Handbook	IAG Handbook Forms


	Fall 2021 Infrastructure Acceleration Grants Award Winners 
	Fall 2021 WSBO Acceleration Grants Map
	Slides
	Fall 2021 Funding Cycle Full Application Materials (Closed)



				

							
					
												
															
								
													
												NTIA Broadband Infrastructure Program
					


					The WSBO is one of 13 projects awarded funding from the NTIA Broadband Infrastructure Program. Washington will receive $30 million for last-mile fiber and last-mile wireless projects that aim to overcome barriers to broadband access and connectivity in five rural counties of the state: Ferry, Jefferson, Kittitas, Okanogan and Stevens, serving an estimated 7,196 unserved households. These counties were selected following through a 2019 assessment – part of our collaborative work between WSBO, Public Works Board and CERB to provide universal high-speed internet access throughout the state by 2024.
	NTIA Award Breakdown



				

								

				

				

				
				
			Affordable Connectivity Program and Lifeline
		

				

				
				
								
				Affordability is a significant barrier for many people when it comes to broadband internet access. The Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) and Lifeline are programs designed to assist households reduce their subscription costs. To assist Washington residents in understanding and accessing these programs, the WSBO has created a webpage dedicated to the Affordable Connectivity Program and Lifeline.
					

						

				

				
				
			Digital Equity
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The State Broadband Office has partnered with four community organizations to bring trusted guides who assist community members in internet adoption and the use of computing devices. 


		

				

				
				
			[image: ]Digital Equity Forum
The WSBO and the Office of Equity are partnering on a Digital Equity Forum to advance digital equity in Washington. 


		

				

				
				
			[image: Satelite dish]Municipal Retail Broadband
The Washington Legislature recently enacted two bills related to public entities’ provision of retail telecommunications services to help bridge the digital divide. 


		

				

				
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
			[image: Drive-in wifi hotpots logo]Drive-in Wifi Hotspots
In response to the impacts of COVID-19, Drive-In WiFi Hotspots provide free temporary, emergency internet access for Washingtonians who do not have broadband service to their homes.


		

				

				
				
			


		

				

				
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
			Broadband Action Teams Information
		

				

				
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
								
				Broadband Action Teams (BAT) are community-driven collaborations that identify the connectivity and accessibility needs for their communities. A BAT can help a community:
	Centralize the broadband conversation and direct engagement to the State Broadband Office.
	Assist statewide digital equity and inclusion efforts and represent community technology and accessibility needs.

	Connect participants to collaborative project goals.
	Bring early awareness of community projects to funding opportunities.

Broadband Action Teams (BAT) List (PDF)
Please note that not all counties have an active Bat. Not seeing your BAT on this page? Please email wsbo@commerce.wa.gov to have your group listed!
					

						

				

				
				
			Need help?
		

				

				
				
								
				When will broadband service be available at my location?
There is no single “right” answer to how broadband reaches a community. Every community approaches broadband in their own way and at their own pace as resources allow. Here are a few suggested places where you can make local contact to ask about what plans may be in place for your community.
Contact your local elected officials: Look on your county/city/town website for contact information for commissioners and other elected officials.
Your community may have a port, and the port may be working on broadband. See if your community has a port here:
Find Your Port — Washington Public Ports Association (washingtonports.org)
Your community may have a public utility district, and the public utility district may be working on broadband. See if your community has a public utility district here:
FAQs (wpuda.org) (scroll down to find a list of PUDs)
The Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission may have additional information. Get started at these links:
	Map of UTC-regulated Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers (ILEC) (PDF)
	Companies | UTC (wa.gov)

Email us at: wsbo@commerce.wa.gov
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To sign up for updates from the Washington Statewide Broadband Office or access your subscriber preferences, please enter your contact information below. 
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			Our Mission
		

				

				
				
								
				To enrich the lives of all Washington state residents and businesses by ensuring they have access to affordable, reliable, redundant and scalable/future proof broadband technologies ensuring the economic viability of both urban and rural Washington state today and into the future.
					

						

				

				
				
			State speed goals
		

				

				
				
								
				It is the goal of the state of Washington under RCW 43.330.536:
	By 2024: 25/3 megabits per second (Mbps) scalable to all residences and businesses
	By 2026: 1/1 gigabit per second (Gbps) all anchor institutions
	By 2028: 150/150 Mbps all residents and businesses

					

						

				

				
				
			Broadband funding
		

				

				
				
								
				Washington State Broadband Funding page
2.5 GHz Rural Tribal Window: How to File
USDA ReConnect Loan and Grant Program
ReConnect Program Eligible Area Map
USDA Community Connect Grants  
USDA Distance Learning & Telemedicine Grants
NTIA Comprehensive Guide to Federal Broadband Funding  
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					Washington State Letter of Intent for BEAD Program (PDF)
	Middle Mile NOFO (doc.gov) (PDF)
	Funding Program: Middle Mile Broadband Infrastructure Grant Program (ntia.gov)

					

						

				

				
				
			Resources
		

				

				
				
								
				Washington’s BEAD Challenge Page
Broadband Access and Speed Survey Results
Broadband Access and Speed Survey
Drive-in WiFi Hotspot Finder
Broadband Glossary
Safety Tips For Using Public WiFi
State Broadband Office 2020 Report
Broadband In Washington 2019
Feedback
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					PWB Statewide Broadband Planning Assessment Survey
	Community Broadband Kit
	Becoming Broadband Ready Toolkit (PDF)
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